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“On the Verge of Grief”
Scripture: Isaiah 52:13-53:6 | John 18:1-18 | John 18:19-33 (NRSV)
Isaiah 52:13-53:6
13

See, my servant shall prosper;
he shall be exalted and lifted up,
and shall be very high.

14

Just as there were many who were astonished at him
—so marred was his appearance, beyond human semblance,
and his form beyond that of mortals—
15
so he shall startle many nations;
kings shall shut their mouths because of him;
for that which had not been told them they shall see,
and that which they had not heard they shall contemplate.
Isaiah 53:1-6
1

Who has believed what we have heard?
And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed?

2

For he grew up before him like a young plant,
and like a root out of dry ground;
he had no form or majesty that we should look at him,
nothing in his appearance that we should desire him.
3

He was despised and rejected by others;
a man of suffering and acquainted with infirmity;
and as one from whom others hide their faces
he was despised, and we held him of no account.
4

Surely he has borne our infirmities
and carried our diseases;
yet we accounted him stricken,
struck down by God, and afflicted.
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5

But he was wounded for our transgressions,
crushed for our iniquities;
upon him was the punishment that made us whole,
and by his bruises we are healed.
6

All we like sheep have gone astray;
we have all turned to our own way,
and the LORD has laid on him
the iniquity of us all.(top)

John 18:1-18
1

After Jesus had spoken these words, he went out with his disciples across the
Kidron valley to a place where there was a garden, which he and his disciples
entered.
2

Now Judas, who betrayed him, also knew the place, because Jesus often met there
with his disciples.
3

So Judas brought a detachment of soldiers together with police from the chief
priests and the Pharisees, and they came there with lanterns and torches and
weapons.
4

Then Jesus, knowing all that was to happen to him, came forward and asked them,
“Whom are you looking for?”
5

They answered, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus replied, “I am he.” Judas, who betrayed
him, was standing with them.
6

When Jesus said to them, “I am he,” they stepped back and fell to the ground.

7

Again he asked them, “Whom are you looking for?” And they said, “Jesus of
Nazareth.”
8

Jesus answered, “I told you that I am he. So if you are looking for me, let these men
go.”
9

This was to fulfill the word that he had spoken, “I did not lose a single one of those
whom you gave me.”
10

Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it, struck the high priest’s slave, and cut
off his right ear. The slave’s name was Malchus.
11

Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword back into its sheath. Am I not to drink the cup
that the Father has given me?”
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12

So the soldiers, their officer, and the Jewish police arrested Jesus and bound him.

13

First they took him to Annas, who was the father-in-law of Caiaphas, the high priest
that year.
14

Caiaphas was the one who had advised the Jews that it was better to have one
person die for the people.
15

Simon Peter and another disciple followed Jesus. Since that disciple was known to
the high priest, he went with Jesus into the courtyard of the high priest,
16

but Peter was standing outside at the gate. So the other disciple, who was known to
the high priest, went out, spoke to the woman who guarded the gate, and brought
Peter in.
17

The woman said to Peter, “You are not also one of this man’s disciples, are you?”
He said, “I am not.”
18

Now the slaves and the police had made a charcoal fire because it was cold, and
they were standing around it and warming themselves. Peter also was standing with
them and warming himself. (top)
____________________________________________________________________
John 18:19-33
19

Then the high priest questioned Jesus about his disciples and about his teaching.

20

Jesus answered, “I have spoken openly to the world; I have always taught in
synagogues and in the temple, where all the Jews come together. I have said nothing
in secret.
21

Why do you ask me? Ask those who heard what I said to them; they know what I
said.”
22

When he had said this, one of the police standing nearby struck Jesus on the face,
saying, “Is that how you answer the high priest?”
23

Jesus answered, “If I have spoken wrongly, testify to the wrong. But if I have
spoken rightly, why do you strike me?”
24

Then Annas sent him bound to Caiaphas the high priest.

25

Now Simon Peter was standing and warming himself. They asked him, “You are not
also one of his disciples, are you?” He denied it and said, “I am not.”
26

One of the slaves of the high priest, a relative of the man whose ear Peter had cut
off, asked, “Did I not see you in the garden with him?”
27

Again Peter denied it, and at that moment the cock crowed.
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Then they took Jesus from Caiaphas to Pilate’s headquarters. It was early in the
morning. They themselves did not enter the headquarters, so as to avoid ritual
defilement and to be able to eat the Passover.
29

So Pilate went out to them and said, “What accusation do you bring against this
man?”
30

They answered, “If this man were not a criminal, we would not have handed him
over to you.”
31

Pilate said to them, “Take him yourselves and judge him according to your law.”
The Jews replied, “We are not permitted to put anyone to death.”
32

(This was to fulfill what Jesus had said when he indicated the kind of death he was
to die.)
33

Then Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him,
“Are you the King of the Jews?” (top)

