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Bible Passages: Micah 5:2-5a and Matthew 1:18-25 (NRSV)

Micah 5:2-5

2 But you, O Bethlehem of Ephrathah,
who are one of the little clans of Judah,
from you shall come forth for me
one who is to rule in Israel,
whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.

3 Therefore he shall give them up until the time
when she who is in labor has brought forth;
then the rest of his kindred shall return
to the people of Israel.

4 And he shall stand and feed his flock in the strength of the LoRD,
in the majesty of the name of the LoRD his God.

And they shall live secure, for now he shall be great
to the ends of the earth;

®and he shall be the one of peace.
If the Assyrians come into our land
and tread upon our saoil,

we will raise against them seven shepherds
and eight installed as rulers.
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Matthew 1:18-25

18 Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother Mary
had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was found to be
with child from the Holy Spirit.

19 Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to
public disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly.

20 But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in
a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your
wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit.

21 She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people
from their sins.”

22 All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the
prophet:

23 “L ook, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall name him Emmanuel,”

which means, “God is with us.”

24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded
him; he took her as his wife,

25 but had no marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named
him Jesus. (top)



