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A Monthly Newsletter of the United Methodist Church of Vista

We are called to be an authentic, accessible and inclusive community
 in Christ, celebrating and extending God’s love into the world.
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Pastor’s Ponderings

Spirit of Christmas, transform us.  Bring healing and hope to this grieving and exhausted world.  Amen.  

Are you tired of waiting?  So am I!  Advent is coming to help.  Advent isn’t an end or a culmination, 
but a journey toward God’s birth.  Advent has a calendar for counting down the days.  Advent has a huge 
wonderful celebration when we’ve counted down.  Advent includes the story of the Mom and Dad who 
have a baby under the worst conditions and protect that baby fiercely.  Advent has beautiful decorations and 
music and food.  

Trader Joe’s has their Advent calendars out for sale.  For 99 cents, you can have a piece of chocolate a 
day through December.  Other stores have their Advent/pre-Christmas stuff out and ready for us to prepare!  I 
confess, I was a teenager before I knew about Advent.  My family called it the “getting-ready-for-Christmas” 
season.  Sometimes there was a trip to Grandma’s in Oakland.  Sometimes my Dad was oversees and there 
was only a little squat tree.  Sometimes we got the best amazing cookies and pecans from Aunt Barbara in 
Texas.  

I am not sure how you are feeling about the year of 2020, but I’m feeling glum and hope that 2021 will 
bring new opportunities and adventures.  The emotional burden of this year is too much and I’m ready to 
turn the page.  

Last month I discovered “Hygge.” Hyggee is a Danish term that means “coziness.”  It is pronounced 
“hoo-ga” or “hue-ga.”  It turns out that Denmark has long held the distinction of being the happiest country 
of the world.  And so, many have studied what makes Danes so happy.  

The Danish people suffer through extreme winter, many days that get dark early and more than a third of 
the year, it is raining.  They are famous for the high taxes that they pay.  But still, they are a happy people.  

Hygge is the art of coziness and it is described as the antidote to over-busy consumerism,  that teams up 
candle lighting with cozy socks and fireplaces and calm gatherings with friends to play boardgames.  Hygge 
is not a specific activity or event or item, but the spirit of coziness.  

As we move through Advent, through the weeks of Hope, Peace, Joy, Love and Christ Light, I am 
also reflecting on Hygge and ways of coziness.  Hygge holds on the spirit of light and comfort while living 
through the darkest, meanest days.  Get out your favorite snuggly blanket, a couple candles and your favorite 
socks as you prepare to count down to Christmas.  

Jesus is coming to the world in the birth of a baby.  We remember.  We celebrate.  We look forward to 
the gift of this season.  Even as 2020 has not been an ideal year in many ways, God has not left us; we are 
not alone.  

“The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and the 
fatling together, and the little child shall lead them. They will not hurt or destroy on all my holy mountain; 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord as the waters cover the sea.”  Isaiah 11: 6, 9

God bless you with hope and resilience this season of Advent,
Rev. Dr. Leigh Ann Shaw



Finance Focus
Thank you for your generous support of the 

Ministry Action Plan of our Church with your pledges 
and support of the Stewardship Campaign for the 2021 
budget. Pledges are still coming. As of the middle 
of November, we have 77 pledges returned for over 
$216,600.  If you still wish to make a pledge or estimate 
of giving for 2021, pledge cards are available from 
the Church office and you may mail or return them 
to the Church office. If you are behind in your 2020 
giving you may still mail your contributions, drop 
them off at the Church locked mailbox at the office 
or give online.  With our Thanksgiving and Christmas 
Offerings we hope to raise the necessary funds to 
balance the budget for 2020 to complete the year with 
all financial obligations met. We are making an impact 
in our community and the world by spreading the love 
of Jesus Christ to all people. If you have any questions, 
please free to contact Rollin Grider.

 -Rollin Grider, Finance/Stewardship Chair  

“Prepare Him Room” music concert
The musicians of the United Methodist Church of 

Vista present, “Prepare Him Room,” a concert of music 
celebrating Advent and the Christmas season. Concert 
will be featuring the Chancel Choir, Praise Band, and 
guest artists on Sunday, December 13 at 4:00 p.m. on 
our Church YouTube site. Contact Rev. Frank Hallock 
for more information.

and Two Fishes new Fall hours
Starting December 3, “and Two Fishes” will be at 

the church from 1:00 to 4:00 p.m. We will serve our meal 
from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m. due to it getting dark so early. 

 
Blankets, Jackets needed

As winter approaches, our homeless population 
has a real need for BLANKETS AND JACKETS.  
Please drop off the above items on THURSDAYS in 
lower parking lot between 1:00 and 4:00 p.m., during 
our soup kitchen preparation. If these hours aren’t 
convenient for you, we will have a container available 
for these items on Wednesday,  Dec. 16th between 
9:00 a.m. to 12 p.m., which is when we will pick up 
items for our food bank drive. Questions: please call 
Brenda Walker at 760.505.1702. Many thanks for your 
continued support of our less fortunate.
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Communion Offering for December
The communion offering for December will 

continue to support our annual Christmas Caring and 
Sharing Program which provides us the opportunity 
to share in the joy of Christmas giving with families 
who are struggling.  Through Caring and Sharing we 
are able to give gifts to children including one article 
of clothing, a pair of shoes or a jacket, and a special 
wish gift (usually a toy).  Our Church and Society 
Committee are working closely with North County 
Lifeline (in North County). Please call the church 
office for more information. 

-Sue Humphrey, World Missions Committee

Happy “December” Birthdays
Chris Amaro (1)

Donna Richard (2)
Merry Nickerson (4)
Susan Hernandez (7)

Nayeli Cargill (8)
Robert Myers (8)
Alan Mathias (10)
Bob Graham (11)
Janet Hughes (13)
Katie Pierce (14)
Keira Pierce (14)

Sandra Hendron (15)
Carl Treutle (16)

Lucas Choque-Jimenez (17)
Valerie Balun (18)

Beverly Thomason (19)
Michael Trail (19)
Carol Mackay (20)
Martha Treutle (20)

Jeff Montgomery (21)
Kent Richard (21)

Jeannie Jackson (22)
Juna Spitz (24)

Beth Brainerd Hallock (28)
Andrea Maniti (28)

Note:  If your birthday is not listed, please call Paula at the church 
office.
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Zoom Gatherings and Meetings 
Zoom meetings are one way we are working on 

keeping connected.  All you need is a computer or 
smartphone with a built-in microphone and a camera and 
you can join in. Click on the link and follow the prompts to 
join the gathering.  

Coffee Chat after Worship, Sundays at 10:30 a.m.  
https://zoom.us/j/116335354
Passcode: 490490

Frank’s Music Chat, Mondays at 11:00 a.m.
https://zoom.us/j/91071681567
Meeting ID: 910 7168 1567

Charge Conference, December 1, 7:00 p.m. 
https://zoom.us/j/96406481883 
Meeting ID: 964 0648 1883

Vista Endowment, Dec 3, 6:30 p.m.
https://zoom.us/j/96008906119?pwd=MTRmcUlhUXFI
djJEL2Qzekt0dDRSZz09
Meeting ID: 960 0890 6119
Passcode: 490490 

Building Meeting, Dec. 9, 7:00 p.m. 
https://zoom.us/j/92966350091?pwd=Z0g2OW95eHJ2
MnNPTkNMYTBGb3ovdz09 
Meeting ID: 929 6635 0091 
Passcode: 490490

Congregational Care Meeting, 
Dec. 10, 1:30 p.m. 
https://zoom.us/j/94698174382 
Meeting ID: 946 9817 4382 
Passcode: 490490

Trustees, Dec. 15, 6:30 pm (if needed)
https://zoom.us/j/94925693986
Meeting ID: 949 2569 3986
Passcode: 490490

Finance, Dec. 16, 7:00 p.m. (if needed) 
https://zoom.us/j/96344597468 
Meeting ID: 963 4459 7468

Season of Gratitude: For Our Staff
These are not ordinary times, yet our staff have 

met the moment and kept our church family together, 
supported, and encouraged.  They’ve learned new 
technology, reorganized everything and responded to 
our sadness and longing to be together with grace.  They 
learned zoom, brought worship online, on youtube, 
and called, wrote, and emailed regularly.  They’ve 
reached out to young and wise regularly.  Our ministry 
continues because they’ve continued to grow into 
this time.  You’ve been generous to keep our church 
supported for this whole year, now I invite you to be 
generous with our staff.  We never saw their fatigue, 
or fears but always felt their love.  Let’s show them 
our love with a gift at Christmas!  Our Staff Parish 
Relations Committee is collecting money that will be 
divided up and given to the staff on December 15th.  
If you’d like to show your appreciation for their work 
this year, please mail or drop in the drop box a check 
or money and let us know it is for the Staff Christmas 
Gift.  I also invite you to shower them with cards or 
emails of Christmas love!  

-Margene Haase, SPRC Chair

Heartfelt Thanks
Thank you all so much for all the many good 

thoughts, prayers, and notes sent to Sue and me 
during my hospitalization and rehab at home. We 
were overwhelmed with the volume of support. Thank 
you SO MUCH! We are working at getting back to 
normal—not there yet. SCRIP TABLE is still in 
operation. Thanks for supporting our church that way 
too!                                           

-Sue & Tom Humphrey

Betty and I wish to extend our heartfelt thanks to 
the Youth Group for their Halloween gift bag. It was 
heartwarming to be remembered on this occasion. 
The bag contained a collection of treats and several 
interesting gift items. It will take me a long time to 
finish all of the crossword puzzles.                     

-Harold MacDermot
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Spotlight Community Partners

Alternative Christmas 2020

On November 15, our Spotlight Community Partner was “and 
Two Fishes”.   They provide warm meals to-go for the hungry of 
our community on Thursday evenings.  Led by Mike and Brenda 
Walker, with many hands that make the load lighter.  Our less 
fortunate are in need of tarps and sleeping bags. Drop them off at 
church was on Wednesday, Nov. 18.

On November 22, our Spotlight Community Partner was Christ 
Ministry Center and Safe Harbors Network. Led by Rev. 
Bill Jenkins and many churches and volunteers, they care for 
immigrants, new mothers and their babies by providing housing, 
food, companionship and care. If you and your family would 
like to offer gifts to Christ Ministry Center for Christmas, we are 
collecting: children’s socks, hand soap, dish soap, baby wipes 
and individually wrapped snacks. Drop off Tuesday, December 1 
between 10:00 a.m. and noon.

On November 29, our Spotlight Community Partner was Casa 
de Amparo. This organization is dedicated to helping children 
mostly girls, but boys too, who have been severely traumatized, 
abused and neglected. They serve children up to age 18. They 
have a program for teenage girls to live on-site at the residential 
home in San Marcos, which is a safe and nurturing place for 
them to be. Casa provides counseling, school placement, social, 
nutrition and career guidance.  What Casa needs most to help 
these children are standard-size pillows, bed-in-a-bag (this 
includes sheets, pillowcases and a quilt and can be bought 
at Target or Walmart), and hygiene products (such as soap, 
deodorant, shampoo, conditioner, body wash). Drop off Tuesday, 
December 1 between 10:00 a.m. and noon.

On December 6, our Spotlight Community Partner is North 
County Lifeline’s Christmas “Caring and Sharing” program 
that supports families in need through the 78 corridor with basic 
needs for daily living. Their LifeSpring program for aged-out 
foster youth and their Project Life program in support of human 
trafficking survivors are both nationally known. Contact Beth 
Hallock or Sherry Johnston for more on how you can help this 
organization and program.

Also on December 6, our Spotlight Community Partner is Frosted 
Faces Senior Dog Rescue. To help raise funds, handcrafted gifts 
(created by Heather Clarke) will be available for a suggested 
donation at the church office from 8:00 am to 12 noon Monday, 
December 7 through Friday, December 11. All proceeds will be 
donated to Frosted Faces Senior Dog Rescue of Ramona. Come 
get some unique Christmas gifts for your friends and family and 
support Frosted Faces. Suggested donations range from $2 to 
$10 for each unique gift item including earrings, hand painted 
garden stones and paperweights, watercolor art stickers and 
cards, aromatherapy hand sanitizer, and cotton face masks with 
lanyards. Contact Heather Clarke for more information.

Where Love Lives
The United Methodist Church; Western Jurisdiction has 

began a year-long campaign called Where Love Lives.  As the 
UMC awaits a delayed decision on the proposed Protocol of 
Reconciliation and Grace through Separation, our western region 
is moving forward to be and become a scripturally based fully 
inclusive ministry and church.  

“The Western Jurisdiction is committed to living out our 
belief that God’s church is open to all,” said Bishop Karen Oliveto, 
president of the Western Jurisdiction College of Bishops. “The 
Protocol for Reconciliation and Grace through Separation offers 
a way forward to begin easing the five decades of pain created 
by the wounds inflicted on LGBTQ persons by the church.”  Our 
Jurisdiction (in the West) is committed to being a safe harbor for 
LGBTQ+ clergy from across the denomination.  

For more on this focus on full inclusion go to our Western 
Jurisdiction website at http://westernjurisdictionumc.org and 
check out the Where Love Lives articles and material.  

During this pandemic, the church isn’t closed, but is 
deployed and still active and alive, doing God’s work for all 
God’s people.  

                                       -Pastor Leigh Ann Shaw

from Reconciling Ministries Network...
A beacon of light from Kentucky of all places...enjoy!

Union College in Barbourville, Kentucky has been an 
inclusive institution for years with policies that have prohibited 
discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation,

Student Government Association policies that have 
prohibited funding to organizations that discriminate on that 
basis, and with campus ministries that have been fully accepting 
and affirming.

A few years ago, in the wake of a Diversity Day event about 
the experiences of LGBTQIA+ persons in the Bible Belt, we 
began having a conversation about the experiences of LGBTQIA+ 
persons at Union. Over the course of a couple of years, a GSA 
chapter and a Safe Place campus ministry were established, and 
the Board of Trustees indicated to our conference leadership that 
we were disappointed that the denomination with which we are 
affiliated continues to discriminate against LGBTQIA+ persons.

After the 2019 adoption of the Traditionalist Plan, the 
administration and the Board together decided that it was time 
to affiliate with the Reconciling Ministries Network and move 
beyond our own institution and actively join the work to help 
make our denomination truly affirming of all. 

Rev. David Miller
College Minister & Director of Justice Initiatives
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Return Service Requested

Pray together for...
Lorraine Bradshaw, Marie Mounts, Tom Humphrey, Luene 
Corwin, JaDene Dugas, Lilia Victa, Beverly Thomason, Marvin 
Philippi, Stan Hamilton, Tommy Thomson, Margo and Jim 
Rogers, Joan Brainerd, Ko and Rosalynn Kim,  Stan Hamilton,  
Larry and Karen Veysada, Alline Piercy, Raub and Marilyn 
Mathias, Nancy Koski,  Mary Jane Bode, Barbara Baldridge, Jane 
Fischer, Harold MacDermot

Our sympathy is extended to the family of Ann Hostetler upon her 
passing on October 18.  She was 89 years old, and her children 
share how much she loved the Vista UMC, attending every 
Sunday with Lucille Baumann and going to Starbucks afterwards 
for a weekly Latte.  Please join me in lifting prayers for gratitude 
for the life of Ann and that her family may be comforted by good 
memories.      (Cards may be sent to:  Dan and Melinda Hostelter, 
3392 Clipper Drive, Chino Hills, CA 91709)

 

Our prayers are extended to the O’Neil family upon the passing 
of Michael O’Neil. No calls but cards may be sent to... Brenda 
O’Neil, 2614 Lewis Lane, Carlsbad, CA 92008

Our prayers are extended to the Yunt family upon the passing of 
Carol Yunt on November 22, 2020.   

Food donations for North County Food 
Bank and Interfaith Community Services

 We are collecting food donations to take to the North 
County Food Bank and Interfaith Community Services. 

How can you help?  Either drop off food items or 
schedule a pick-up on Wednesday,  December 16.  To drop 
off: leave at the church office on the bench outside the front 
office door between 9 a.m. and noon.   For Pick-Up: please 
email Brenda and Mike Walker at Brendakwalker@cox.net 
and plan to leave your items on your porch or curb by 9 
a.m.  

For more information call Brenda and Mike Walker at 
.760.505.1702.

NO expired or open food, glass jars or homemade 
items.
      

Stay connected
E-mail: umcvista@umcvista.org
Website: www.umcvista.org
Facebook:  United Methodist Church of Vista
Be sure to check us out on Yelp! 


