
 

Bulletin 

 
September 3, 2017 

13th Sunday after Pentecost 
9:00 am 

 
Thought for the day 
“You cannot do a kindness too soon, for you never know how soon it will be too late.”  

-Ralph Waldo Emerson 

 
*Gathering Songs 
    “Come, Now Is the Time to Worship” 
    “Sing, Shout, Clap” 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
Rev. Dr. Leigh Ann Shaw 
Rev. Frank Hallock  

 

Children dismissed to Sunday School 
They will return to the sanctuary following the sermon to receive communion with you as a family. 
 

*Gathering Prayer     
Surprising God, you have an uncomfortable habit of showing up where we least expect 
you: in a burning bush, in the face of an enemy, in a livestock feed trough, on a rough 
wooden cross. Turn our lives upside down with your radical love. Help us fully embrace 
your surprises.  Leap out to us in worship and let us be overjoyed in your 
presence.  Amen.  

 

*Song of Joy 
    “Your Grace is Enough” W&S 3106   

 
Scripture                           

Exodus 3:1-15 in the Old Testament    
 

For the Word of God in scripture, 
For the Word of God among us. 
For the Word of God within us, 
Praise be to God. 

 

 Song Before Prayer 
“Morning Has Broken” UMH 145 

 

Community Prayer 
God of Mystery, we are constantly amazed by the depth and breadth of your love. Over 
and over again, you turn our expectations inside out and upside down. And still we don’t 
understand the radical nature of your grace. We play by our own rules of justice, even 
when it means excluding those we are called to love and defend. In our darkest moments, 
we doubt if we are worthy of your trust. God, help us remember that you give us all the 
tools we need; that through the solid foundation of your love, we find the strength to 
follow your call as true disciples of Jesus Christ. Surprise us again, O God. Surprise us 
again... 

 



 

Silent Prayer 
Pastoral Prayer 
The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil, for thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 

 

Special Music 
      “Fragile” (Sting) 

      Praise Band 
 

Scripture                           
Matthew 16:21-28 in the New Testament  

 

For the Word of God in scripture, 
For the Word of God among us. 
For the Word of God within us, 
Praise be to God. 

 
Message  
     “Who Do You Follow?” 
      Rev. Dr. Leigh Ann Shaw 
 

Offering our Gifts 
      

Song of Blessing (Doxology)  
“Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

 

Offertory Prayer 
Dear God, we offer you now these gifts. Take our money and use it to bring comfort to 
those in need. Take our service and use it to bring justice to those who are oppressed. 
Take our witness and use it to bring good news to those who  hunger for hope. Take our 
lives and use them for our very salvation. We pray through Jesus Christ, the one whom 
we follow even to the cross. Amen. 
 

Song before Communion  

“Take Our Bread” UMH 640 
 

  



 

Holy Communion with the 
Great Thanksgiving   UMH 15-16 

All are welcome at the Lord’s Table. We receive communion by coming forward, taking a piece of bread 
and dipping it in the cup. If you are not able to come forward, please indicate that to your usher, and 
communion will be brought to you. We use unfermented juice so all people may receive. 
 

Sending Forth with Benediction 
God promised to be with Moses, and we are here to witness  the fulfillment of that promise. From 
generation to generation, the God of Israel is also the God of Vista. The God of the burning 
bush is waiting even now to encounter you, call you, challenge you, and change you.  We are headed 
into the world to be sustained and surprised by the love of God. Amen. 

 

Song of Sending 
“Go Out With Joy” 

 

 
*Please stand if you are able.  

  



 

PARTNERS IN MINISTRY 
Pastor                                      Rev. Dr. Leigh Ann Shaw 
Ministers                      Members of the Congregation 
Lay Leaders                   Rollin Grider/Lynda Mounts 
Associate Pastor for Fine Arts and Facilities   
                                                              Rev.  Frank Hallock 
Band Leader                                                      
Music Accompanist (Organist/Pianist)             Open                                        
Dir.  of Family Ministries          Beckie Henselmeier 
Church Secretary                                        Paula Amaro 
Bookkeeper                                               Susan Kronoff 
Nursery Attendants                                    Karen Felien 
                                                                     Taylor Drennon 
Pastor Emeriti                       Rev. Lanny Arrowsmith 
 Rev. Orlie White 
Missionaries we support                            Paul Jeffrey 
                                                                  Katherine Parker 
                                                                         Mozart Adevu 
South District Superintendent      Rev. John Farley 
Bishop of the Los Angeles Episcopal Area  
                                                           Bishop Grant Hagiya 
 
Church Copyright License 213731 
Christian Copyright Licensing, Inc. 
 

Stay Connected:      

E-mail: umcvista@umcvista.org 

Website: www.umcvista.org 

Facebook:  United Methodist Church of Vista 

 

This Sunday… 
 *Liturgist: Vic Johnston; Acolyte(s): Indiana and Taylor; Video Tech: Billy Stempson; and Sound Tech: 
Trent Hamlin. *Unless otherwise noted, scripture is from the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible.  
 

Next Sunday… 

Video Tech: Jake Henselmeier 
Sound Tech: Lynda Mounts 
Liturgist:  Ranae Mathias 
Acolyte(s): TBA 
 

 
Flowers are given by: 
Alice Robeson in loving memory of her husband, Ross. 


